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Sally Nesbitt, above, at her last agility trial 
for the club Aug. 7 in Point Loma. Sally 
said she has been involved in agility 
since it first arrived in San Diego in 1989. 
She now plans to devote her time to 
tracking, which she teaches as well as 
judges.  A raffle held at the agility trial 
Aug. 6 raised $596 for German Shepherd 
rescue. 

Club Moves Its 2017 Specialty Shows & 
Futurity To Claremont

The club’s Board of Directors has agreed to move 
the 2017 Specialty Shows and Futurity to the 
well-known dog show site at the Motel 6. The 
show dates are Friday and Saturday, March 24 
and 25 with the South Pacific Futurity on Sunday, 
March 26.

“We felt this move was necessary to make our 
shows and the Futurity more accessible to 
competitors coming from Northern California and 
the Pacific Northwest as well as from the 
Southwest,” said Dr. Gloria Rice, show chair. “The 
staff at Motel 6 (formerly the Claremont Hotel) is 
familiar with what is needed to host dog shows 
and the hotel has the grounds and space to 
conveniently accommodate a crowd.” 

The club has submitted its judges’ list to the 
parent club’s Futurity Chair and, once the Futurity 
judges are in place, the club will announce its 
conformation judges, she explained. 

The obedience trials that have been held in 
conjunction with the speciality shows in the 
spring, most recently at Hidden Valley Obedience 
Center in Escondido, will be rescheduled for a 
separate weekend. “We are looking forward to 
establishing a separate weekend devoted to 
obedience and rally,”said Barbara Resnick, club 
secretary and obedience chair. “There is strong 
interest in both and we are planning to continue 
these events at HVOC.”

Six-month old Monty, right, was all ears at the club’s 
General Meeting and Picnic July 27 at the San 
Dieguito County Park in Del Mar. 
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FDA Confirms: Feeding Your Dog Some “People Food” Can Be Deadly

The Food and Drug Administration has just confirmed what veterinarians and dog experts have been 
saying for years: Be wary of feeding your dog certain “human foods.” On July 27, the federal agency 
released a warning to pet owners advising that some seemingly harmless foods can be dangerous—
sometimes deadly—to our canine companions.

“Our bodies may break down foods or other chemicals that a dog’s can’t tolerate,” says Dr. Carmela 
Stamper, an FDA veterinarian.

The top foods to avoid, according to the FDA, are:

Raw meat: Red meat and poultry can contain harmful bacteria, like E. Coli or Salmonella, and there-
fore should be kept out of the reach of dogs. If your pet is prone to steal foods from a counter or grill 
(which carries the added risk of burns), make sure to confine him while he’s not supervised. 

Grapes, raisins, and currants: Experts are not yet sure exactly what in these fruits causes a problem 
in dogs, but some canines experience acute kidney failure after ingesting them.

Fried and fatty foods: In some dogs, just a few bites of a high-fat food can cause a painful, danger-
ous condition called pancreatitis, which occurs when the pancreas becomes inflamed, causing dam-
age to it and surrounding organs. Once a dog has had a bout of pancreatitis, he’s prone to reoccur-
rences. Be safe and hold the fries.

Moldy foods: Dogs, like people, can get food poisoning. “In one study, 20 percent of dogs fed old 
eggs, moldy cheese, and spoiled gravy showed a mild fever when they presented to the veterinary 
hospital,” explains Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, columnist for AKC Family Dog. Dr. Fitzgerald recommends 
keeping garbage in dog-safe containers and not leaving dogs unsupervised around wastebaskets.

Onions, garlic, and chives: The FDA advises owners not only to avoid feeding these foods directly, 
but also to keep foods containing large amounts of these ingredients (like salsa) out of the reach of 
pets. “Onions (and, to a much lesser degree, garlic) destroy red blood cells, causing a condition called 
hemolytic anemia (lack of red blood cells due to their destruction),” explains AKC Family Dog “Nutri-
tion” columnist Caroline Coile. “When the red blood cell count gets too low, the blood can’t carry 
oxygen to the cells, the dog weakens, and can die.”

Salty snacks, in large quantities: “Feeding the odd potato chip or pretzel probably won’t do 
any harm,” Stamper says. But if your dog gets into a whole bag of them, he could get really sick.”

Macadamia nuts: They add texture and flavor to a white-chocolate cookie, but in dogs these 
nuts can cause, according to Coile, “severe lethargy, increased body temperature, vomiting, 
tremors, joint stiffness, and loss of limb control (especially hind limbs) for the next 48 hours.”

Xylitol: This sugar substitute can be found in sugarless gums, many sugar-free products, 
some household items, and even certain brands of peanut butter, and it is extremely danger-
ous to dogs. Small quantities can cause hypoglycemic episodes and lead to liver failure.
If you suspect your pet ate something that could make him sick, contact your veterinarian im-
mediately.

http://www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/ucm512230.htm
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/pancreatitis-in-dogs/
http://www.akc.org/Applications/Microsoft%20Office%202011/Microsoft%20Word.app/Contents/akc.org/pubs
http://www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/ucm512230.htm
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/pancreatitis-in-dogs/
http://www.akc.org/Applications/Microsoft%20Office%202011/Microsoft%20Word.app/Contents/akc.org/pubs


German Shepherd Dog Club
of San Diego County, Inc.

President Joanne Fishman
Vice President Alice Cox

Secretary Barbara Resnick
Treasurer Dr. Gloria S. Rice

At Large: Larry Resnick, Gale Taylor, 
William Tischler

Next General Meeting Wednesday, 
Sept. 28

The next club General Meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Sept. 28, at 6:30 pm at Z Cafe, 
5256 S Mission Rd, Bonsall. This is in the 
River Village Shopping Center.  Good food with 
a Hawaiian influence at reasonable prices. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

“Heaven goes by favor. If it went by merit, you would stay out and 
your dog would go in.”

Fred and Charlene Wolff and their dogs 
relax after a GSD group walk at the 
Encinitas Community Park.

Next GSD Socialization/Obedience 
Workshop Saturday, Aug. 27

The club’s next monthly Socialization/
Obedience Workshop with trainer Dale 
Proctor will be held Saturday, Aug. 27, at the 
San Dieguito County Park. The workshop 
starts at 1:30 pm. The socialization class is 
designed for first time GSD owners or 
handlers that are having difficulties. 
Attendees learn how to set boundaries and 
be the pack leader. The second half of the 
session is for socialized dogs to learn 
advanced communication and bonding skills. 
At the end of the class, there is a group walk 
through the 125-acre park.

The aim of the class is to bring out the best in 
your pet and have a well-balanced dog. The 
workshops are held on the fourth Saturdays 
of the month. The following Saturday there is 
a group walk at Encinitas Community Park.
If you have not been to a workshop before, 
please call or email to discuss any issues 
and receive directions to the site at the park.
Barbara Resnick (858) 756-2071, 
barbara_resnick@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:barbara_resnick@sbcglobal.net
mailto:barbara_resnick@sbcglobal.net

