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Fund For March Shows

To help defray the cost trophies and ribbons for 
the club’s three specialty shows and two 
obedience trials the weekend of March 26 and 
27, the club welcomes donations from members 
and friends.

“The form to contribute is on our website and 
even a small amount is helpful,” said Carolyn 
Putnam, show chair. “And our appreciation for 
your contribution will be acknowledged in the 
show catalog.”  The deadline for contributions is 
March 4. 

Iconic GSD Breeder, Judge Cappy Pottle Retires 
From Judging At Club’s Pacific Coast Show

Club members and exhibitors gathered at the conclusion of the Pacific 
Coast Specialty Show on Sunday, March 27, to say, “thank you” to 
Cappy Pottle (above with flowers) for her contributions to the breed.  
This followed the conclusion of the club’s Specialty Show weekend with 
two shows held in Escondido on Saturday, March 26, and the third on 
Sunday. 

Covy-Tucker Hill, established in 1971 by Cappy and Gloria Birch has 
been in the forefront of the breed. Gloria travelled to the show from 
another judging assignment to join Cappy on Sunday.  Located in 
Cotati in Sonoma County, their kennel has produced 60 Register of 
Merit sires and dams. 

In all they have bred or owned nearly 300 AKC champions, including 
BIS CH Covy-Tucker Hill’s Manhattan ROM, the only GSD to have won 
the Westminster Dog Show.  Cappy said she had fond memories of the 
GSDCSDC’s signature show.
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Show Results

The complete results of the 
GSDCSDC’s three specialty 
shows are posted on the web-
site of the German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America. http://
www.gsdca.org/events/confor-
mation/current-results
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Indy Sweeps Silver Bay Shows,
Earns Grand Championship at Del Sur,

Wins BOB at Club Show 
To Retire ‘Hot Wheels’ Trophy

Indy certainly has ignited some fireworks in the show 
ring this season. GCH Paladin Independence Day 
Nike Clayfield, HT, TC (aka Indy), has been on a roll 
since wining two 3-point majors for Best of Breed at 
the Silver Bay Kennel Club shows in Del Mar Feb. 27 
and 28 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. Owned and bred 
by Dr. Gloria Rice and Sharlonna McGaha, Indy is 
handled by Willy Tischler. Then three weeks later, he 
went Best of Breed at the Del Sur Kennel Club Show 
in Valley Center to complete his Grand 
Championship. 

Continuing his winning ways, Indy won Best of Breed 
at the club’s Saturday afternoon show on March 26 
under Judge Paul W. Root.  Indy not only won the 
Ch. Japan’s Hot Wheels, TC, Memorial Trophy but 
retired the trophy for his owners who now have won 
this honor three times.  Indy also went Select during 
the Saturday morning show and the Sunday show.
The Hot Wheels trophy was established by Anne 
Thompson’s Jagan Shepherds.  

Show continued

Their famed CV 2X Sel CH Covy’s Rosemary of 
Tucker Hill ROM won the Pacific Coast Victrix title 
in 1974 as did CH Covy’s Tartar of Tucker Hill the 
following year. And Rosemary produced Manhattan 
(aka Hatter), the winningest male German 
Shepherd in dog show history and the #4 show dog 
of all time in all breeds. 

Inspired To Victory

Paladin Inspiration Nike Clayfield, HT (aka Spirit), 
the litter mate of GCH Paladin Independence Day 
Nike Clayfield, HT, TC, at right, has been 
infrequently shown but she stepped into the 
limelight at the GSD Club of San Gabriel Valley and 
the GSD Club of Los Angeles, Inc., Specialty 
Shows Saturday, April 23, in Claremont.  In the 
morning show, hosted by the GSDCSGV, Spirit, 
handled by Amy Nichols, above, won the American 
Bred Class under Judge Sally Hayden. 

By the time the afternoon show rolled around, Spirit 
and Amy found they were crowd favorites. They 
won the American Bred class under Judge Bart 
Bartley who later awarded her Winner’s Bitch for a 
4-point major. Spirit is owned and bred by Dr. 
Gloria Rice and Sharlonna McGaha. 

Beth Andrews’ Liam Scores HIT

Liam Von Haus Simons, owned by Beth Andrews, 
won High In Trial  with 192 1/2 points at the club’s 
two All-Breed Obedience Trials held in conjunction 
with its Specialty Shows  March 26 and 27. The 
judge both days was Noelle J. Pilat.

“Money can buy you a fine dog, but only love can 
make him wag his tail.”

—Kinky Friedman



Camp Pendleton Marine GSD Lucca 

Awarded Top World Honor in London


A heroic U.S. Marine Corps German Shepherd 
Dog that lost a leg sniffing out a roadside bomb in 
Afghanistan recently was awarded the world's 
highest honor for service dogs during a special 
ceremony Tuesday. Lucca, who served U.S. troops 
during more than 400 missions in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan over a six-year span, received the Peo-
ple's Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA) Dickin 
Medal at the Wellington Barracks in London. She 
is the first Marine Corps dog to receive the medal, 
considered the top honor for war animals around 
the world.


Her handler, Gunnery Sgt. Christopher Willingham 
(shown with Lucca at right, who is based at Camp 
Pendleton with Lucca, told Sky News that it was 
an "incredible honor" to receive the award from 
the veterinary charity. "It is very humbling to be 
part of this entire process,” he said. “I think more 
importantly is that Lucca's accomplishments are 
going to help bring awareness and recognition to 
all our military working dogs and their handlers.”


There were no human casualties during Lucca’s 
bomb-sniffing patrols. Her career ended in March 
2012 when she lost her leg and suffered chest 
burns from a bombing in Afghanistan’s Helmand 
Province. Cpl. Juan Rodriguez, who was her han-
dler at the time, stayed by her side throughout 
each step of Lucca’s recovery. 


”The explosion was huge and I immediately feared 
the worst for Lucca… I ran to her and saw her 
struggling to get up. I picked her up and ran to the 
shelter of a nearby tree line, applied a tourniquet 
to her injured leg and called the medics to collect 
us.”

Ten days later, after an operation, Lucca was up 
and walking again.


"Through all of her treatment, and despite the pain 
she was in, her temperament never changed,” Ro-
driguez said. “Her fighting spirit was plain to see 
and I was so proud of how quickly she recovered."


Willingham, who now takes care of Lucca, said he 
tries his “best to keep her spoiled in her well-de-
served retirement.” He noted, "Lucca's conspicu-
ous gallantry and devotion to duty makes her a 
hugely deserving recipient .”

New Protocol Gives Parvo Puppies a  
Fighting Chance When Owners  

Can’t Afford Hospitalization 

Posted By Colorado State University Vet-School
In Canine Health

Canine parvovirus is a serious and often fatal viral 
illness that most commonly affects puppies, though 
unvaccinated adult dogs can be infected as well. 
While treatment for parvovirus is available, it can be 
cost prohibitive for many families.
Now, a new protocol developed at the Colorado 
State University Veterinary Teaching Hospital may 
help save “parvo puppies” and give their families a 
chance to give their dogs a healthy life.
“Parvovirus is one of the most common and dead-
liest viruses that unvaccinated dogs tend to get,” 
said Dr. Lauren Sullivan, an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Clinical Sciences and a veteri-
narian with the Critical Care Unit at the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital. “While a vaccine is available, 
puppies can be exposed to the disease before their 
vaccinations are complete, or if they haven’t re-
ceived puppy wellness care due to their owner’s fi-
nancial limitations.”

Parvovirus, which is spread through exposure to 
feces from infected dogs, has a wide range of 
symptoms including lethargy, vomiting, fever, and 
diarrhea. It primarily impacts the gastrointestinal 
tract and the circulatory system, where it suppress-
es the bone marrow and causes the white blood cell 
count to drop. Veterinary care focuses on support-
ing the puppy with IV fluids and antibiotics, and 
close monitoring, while the puppy weathers the viral 
storm.
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Parvovirus continued

Without intensive veterinary intervention, parvovirus is almost always fatal due to dehydration and/or a severely com-
promised immune system.

Intervention, while effective, requires inpatient care ranging from $1,500 to $3,000 – a cost some owners 
simply can’t afford. Euthanasia often becomes the only other option for severely affected dogs.

CSU researchers are showing that there is another possibility – intensive at-home care at a fraction of the 
cost ($200-$300), but with similar outcomes when compared to the inpatient “gold standard” of careThe 
treatment relies on two drugs recently released by Pfizer Animal Health (which funded the CSU parvovirus 
study): Maropitant, a strong anti-nausea medication given under the skin once a day; and Convenia, an an-
tibiotic given under the skin once, and lasting two weeks; as well as administration of fluids under the skin 
three times daily.

“Rather than being hospitalized, our research shows that puppies can be successfully treated with a protocol 
that can be replicated at home,” said Dr. Sullivan. “We still recommend inpatient care as the best practice, 
but in some cases that simply isn’t financially possible.

“If owners have the willingness to provide care at home, it’s a reasonable alternative….(and) could help save 
the lives of thousands of dogs across the United States every year,” Dr. Sullivan said. 
While results of the study are still being compiled, Dr. Sullivan said that early numbers show an 85 percent 
survival rate for the outpatient group, compared to a parvovirus. Puppies have immunity from their mothers 
early in life, but should receive their first vaccine between 6 and 8 weeks of age (after weaning), and then 
two boosters at three-week intervals. Puppies are not fully protected against parvovirus until they have com-
pleted the multiple rounds of vaccinations.

Prevention Key To Dog Ticks

The April issue of the AARP Bulletin offered this 
tip: For dog ticks, prevention is the key. Put one 
drop of rose geranium oil between your dog’s 
shoulder blades and one at the top of the base 
of the tail, or two drops directly on the collar. 
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