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Club Starts Its 2017 Workshops

The Club started its second year of Socialization/
Obedience Workshops with trainer Dale Proctor in 
January at the San Dieguito County Park in Del 
Mar with 10 dogs and their owners. 

The workshops, starting at 1:30 pm and held on 
the fourth Saturday of the month, are designed to 
introduce owners to and familiarize them with one 
of the smartest breed of dogs. In addition to the 
lecture and working class time, participants will 
have a chance to meet other German Shepherd 
owners and club members in a relaxed environ-
ment while improving socialization/obedience skills 
and knowledge. 

Workshop participants are eligible to join club 
members for group walks at various sites around 
the county. The next walk is scheduled for Feb. 18 
at the San Diego Botanic Garden. For information 
on this and workshop registration, email Barbara 
Resnick: barbara_resnick@sbcglobal.net. Also a 
flyer on the workshops is available on the club’s 
website GSDClubSD.org. 

America’s Top Dog
(In case you missed it)

Rumor the German Shepherd has become 
America’s top dog. Cheered loudly all around the 
ring by a packed crowd at Madison Square Gar-
den, GCH Multi BIS, BISS Lockenhaus Rumor 
Has It v. Kenlyn  (aka Rumor) was picked as best 
in show at the Westminster Kennel Club on Feb-
ruary 14. 

Rumor became just the second German shep-
herd to win the nation’s most prestigious pooch 
parade, joining the fittingly named Manhattan in 
1987. Rumor retired after a near-miss at West-
minster last year, but she returned a month ago to 
give it another try. The 5-year-old Rumor is 
named for the Adele hit song “Rumor Has It.” This 
was the 104th career win for Rumor, and handler 
Kent Boyles, also her breeder and owner, said 
earlier in the day that this would definitely, for 
real, be her last major show.

There were nearly 2,800 dogs entered in the 
141st Westminster canine competition spread 
across the 202 eligible breeds and varieties.
—The New York Post
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Joseph Earns TDX Title

Paladin John Coltrane Nike Clayfield HT, TD  (aka 
Joseph) earned his Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) 
title December 28 at the test held at Barnett Ranch 
in Ramona. The track was 815 yards long with five 
turns. Joseph is owned by Scotty Maloney, pictured 
in photo at left in white. Judges were Roy Fair and 
Sally Nesbitt. 

Dogs Found To Mirror Owners’ Emotional States

Dogs can often mirror the emotional states of their owners, according to new research. As the Daily 
Mail report states, "the study has found that dogs belonging to neurotic owners are less able to cope 
with stress, while relaxed people have more relaxed and friendly pets."

For the experiment, a team of European researchers assessed 132 owners and their dogs with ques-
tionnaires about their personalities and the owners' attitudes towards others. The pairs also had their 
saliva tested for cortisol which can indicate stress levels. Based on the data, the group identified the 
correlation between humans and their pets.

As one of the paper's authors, Dr. Iris Schoberl, told the BBC, "Our results nicely fit to experience 
from practice: owners and dogs are social dyads [a group of two], and they influence each other's 
stress coping.” The study calls this exchange "emotional contagion."

Dogs have been human companions for 30,000-plus years and have shown behavioral adaptability 
in previous research.The team says in their paper that, "These findings underscore the importance of 
considering the human-dog dyad on a systemic level, i.e. including the social context in experimental 
science as well as in dog training and dog behavior therapy."

Join Us At Meet The Breed

The Club will participate in the Silver Bay 
Kennel Club’s Meet The Breed held in 
conjunction with its annual all-breed shows at 
the Del Mar Fairgrounds February 25 and 26. 
At Meet The Breed members of various AKC 
breed clubs offer information on their breed to 
those attending the show and also have dogs 
representative of their breed at their booths. 
Hours are 10 am to 2 pm both days although 
the club booth is sure to be manned longer 
than that. Stop by and say “hello”.

Next General Meeting
The next General Meeting is scheduled for 7 pm on Wednesday, February 22, at Coco’s 

Restaurant, 1280 W. Valley Parkway, Escondido. 

Conformation Shows & Futurity

Premium lists will be in the mail shortly for the 
club’s conformation shows March 24 and 25 
followed by the South Pacific Futurity March 
26. This year the shows are being held at 
Motel 6 (formerly Claremont Hotel) in 
Claremont, a venue accessible to competitors 
in the Southwest and Northern California. 
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