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Club’s First VST Tracking Test of 2017
Held at Sweetwater College

The first of the club's two VST (Variable Sur-
face Tracking) Tests this year was held June 
11 at Southwestern College in Chula Vista. 
The first three of four slots in the test were 
taken by German Shepherds, which had pri-
ority. 

There were 13 All Breed and All American 
entries vying for the fourth spot resulting in a 
drawing which was won by the Rottweiler CH 
Kellems Sherman Tank The Spin Stops CD 
RE TDX. The top title test in tracking, VST is 
considered by the AKC as a test of credibility, 
verifying the dog's ability recognize and fol-
low the human scent while adapting to 
changing scenting conditions. The tracks are 
600 to 800 yards in length and have a mini-
mum of three different surfaces. While the 
overcast skies and slight drizzle created 
good tracking conditions, unfortunately no 
dogs passed this time.  But the next VST is 
scheduled for July 9, also at the college. The 
two judges were Roy E. Fair of Noti, OR, and 
Stephanie A. Gonyeau of Goldendale, WA. 
After the tests, handlers, owners, judges and 
the gallery enjoyed camaraderie and  pizza.
                  ___________________________________________

THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
To separate the Workshops and General Meeting 
weeks and to make the venue more accessible to 
more members, the General Meetings have been 
moved to  Del Mar on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. Please mark your calendar! The next 
meeting will be this Thursday, June 22, at 6:30 
pm at Milton’s, located at the Via De La Valle exit 
of I-5.  The address is 2660 Via De La Valle, Del 
Mar. 

Please let Barbara Resnick know if you are able 
to attend so we can reserve the space. 
Email: barbara_resnick@sbcglobal.net,
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Cathy Modica Demonstrates
Nose Work In The Park

At the club's General Meeting and BBQ 
May 25 at Encinitas Community Park, 
Cathy Modica and her Belgian Tervuren 
Halo demonstrated nose work. Halo has 
her NW3 Elite title, the top one given by 
the National Association of Canine Scent 
Work. Recently, the AKC announced a 
similar Scent Work sport in which a dog 
searches in a pre-defined search area for 
a hidden odor. Chef Larry Resnick's tal-
ent at the grill was augmented by deli-
cious pot luck contributions from mem-
bers. 

AKC Alerts Owners To The Warning Signs of Dehydration in Dogs

All mammals rely on water to keep their bodies functioning, and dogs are no exception. Water plays a 
huge role in your dog's body. The short list of water's functions includes lubricating joints, helping regu-
late body temperature, transporting nutrients, flushing waste, and more. Knowing the signs of dehydra-
tion can help you catch a serious medical condition before it gets out of control, reports the AKC. 
Here are some of the common symptoms to get you started: Loss of appetite, reduced energy levels 
and/or lethargy, panting, sunken, dry-looking eyes, dry nose and gums, loss of skin elasticity. 

First, make sure your pet has had access to plenty of fresh, clean water all day. Sometimes our pets' 
water bowls run dry, despite our best intentions, and this can be problematic on particularly hot days. In 
a vicious cycle, dehydrated dogs can lose their appetites, which causes them to eat less, and therefore 
eliminates the water content they would normally get from their food, too. If your dog is dehydrated for a 
medical reason, like diarrhea, bloody diarrhea, or heat stroke, you need to take her to the veterinarian. 
These are considered veterinarian emergencies. Dehydration makes it harder for your pet to recover, 
increasing her risks of suffering damaging or possibly fatal consequences.
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$19 Billion Later, Pentagon’s Best Bomb 
Detector Is A Dog

DRONES, METAL DETECTORS, chemical sniffers, 
and super spycams — forget ’em. The leader of the 
Pentagon’s multibillion military task force to stop im-
provised bombs says there’s nothing in the U.S. ar-
senal for bomb detection more powerful than a dog’s 
nose.
Despite a slew of bomb-finding gagdets, the Ameri-
can military only locates about 50 percent of the im-
provised explosives planted in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
But that number jumps to 80 percent when U.S. and 
Afghan patrols take dogs along for a sniff-heavy 
walk. “Dogs are the best detectors,” Lieutenant Gen-
eral Michael Oates, the commander of the Joint Im-
provised Explosive Device Defeat Organization, told 
a conference yesterday, National Defense reports. 
That’s not the greatest admission for a well-funded 
organization — nearly $19 billion since 2004, accord-
ing to a congressional committee — tasked with solv-
ing one of the military’s wickedest problems.
Improvised explosive devices continue to rise in Af-
ghanistan. There were 1,062 successful bomb at-
tacks in the first eight months of 2010 there, com-
pared to 820 during the previous period in 2009. 
Making matters worse in Afghanistan is the fact that 
most homemade bombs there are powered by fertil-
izers and chemicals, rendering metal detectors use-
less.
Picking up the chemical signature of those bombs 
should be relatively straightforward — just a matter 
of picking up the stray molecules that float away from 
unstable explosive material. In practice, it hasn’t 
been so easy. In 1997, a young program manager at 
Darpa launched the “Dog’s Nose” progam, to devel-
op a bomb-sniffer as good as a canine’s. Today, that 
program manager, Regina Dugan, runs the entire 
agency. And Darpa is still has a project on the books 
to “leverag[e] the components of the canine olfactory 
system to create a breakthrough detection system.”
Detection is a “significant challenge,” Oates tells Na-
tional Defense.
So rather than continuing a potentially futile search 
for a silver bullet, JIEDDO is now recommending 
other, non-technological, ways to combat IEDs, such 
as improved training and deeper understanding of 
the local sociopolitical landscape where IED planters 
are created much faster than U.S. forces can find 
them. nd JIEDDO is still spending big money on 
gadgets to spy on and disrupt every part of the IED 
network.

Drones in the skies over Afghanistan hunt teams of 
bomb-planting insurgents. Forensics teams match 
latent fingerprints on bombs with Afghan bad guys 
whose thumb-scans and eye-prints are stored in 
biometric databases. JIEDDO pays for radio jam-
mers to stop the frequencies insurgents might use 
to detonate the bombs.
The Vehicle and Dismount Exploitation Radar is a 
$138 million aircraft-mounted sensor that tracks 
moving targets like scampering insurgents from the 
skies. JIEDDO has also outfitted over 500 vehicles 
with special sensors to spot bombs at night (cost: 
$51 million); sponsored a “Wolfhound” sensor for 
dismounted infantrymen to detect insurgents’ per-
sonal communication devices (cost: $15 million); 
and an “enhanced optics system” called Keyhole 
that helps marksmen hit their bombmaker targets 
(cost: undisclosed). At a recent conference, Oates 
said aerial sensors, particularly those creating full-
motion video of bomb-heavy areas, were “enor-
mously useful” in the fight against IEDs.
Congress, however, isn’t pleased. The House 
Armed Services Committee has questioned how 
well JIEDDO spent the $18.77 billion it’s received 
since its 2004 inception.The core problem: the 
bombs are still proliferating — and not just in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, but globally. According to sta-
tistics Darpa provided Danger Room, for a recent 
six months period there were an average of 273 
monthly IED incidents around the world excluding 
Iraq and Afghanistan. It’s hard to believe anyone 
would have such a problem with JIEDDO’s budget if 
the threat from the cheap, easy-to-rig bombs were 
receding.
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